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In buying a computer the first thing to consider is what the computer is going to be used for. A machine that will just
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design (CAD) or calculate large spreadsheets or databases. LetQtake a look at the basics of what you should be looking

for in a business workstation as of this writing.

CPU

The CPU is the brain of the machine, it handles the main processing duties and this is one element of the personal
computer that has gotten dramatically faster in recent years. Surprisingly the high speeds of today@Q CPUs mean that the
CPU has become one of the least important elements of the computer for the average business user. Nearly all modern
CPUs will comfortably handle the average business load. As of today the high end Intel processors have clock speeds as
high as 3.4Ghz. Also available are Core 2 Duo processors which act as though the computer has two CPUs in it.
Generally we recommend the Pentium D instead of the Core 2 Duo unless you have a lot of applications that will take
advantage of the dual core processors. For business | would avoid the less-expensive Celeron processors as they have a
smaller cache which impairs performance.

RAM

Random Access Memory (RAM) is perhaps the most important element of a computer in todayQ environment. If you
think of your computer like a worker, RAM is the desk. The bigger your desk the more and larger files you can open. If
your desk is too small the files have to be stacked on top of each other and tend to fall off onto the floor. In the
computer@Qworld insufficient RAM means the computer will perform poorly and have more problems. We recommend
a minimum of 512MB of RAM but would prefer 1GB or more. You almost can@have too much RAM so don@scrimp
here.

Hard Drive

If RAM is the desk, then the hard drive is the filing cabinet. A place for long term storage of files. The size of the hard
drive is important, these days 80GB is typical, but the speed of the hard drive is also very important. | recommend a
drive that is at least 7200RPM and with the largest data cache you can get.

Optical Drive
Be sure to get a DVD drive. A lot of software these days is coming on DVD and while a DVD drive can comfortably read
CDs, a CD drive cannot read DVDs.

Operating System

As you may know Windows Vista will be officially released at the end of this month. We recommend that you wait a bit
instead of rushing into it, however do take advantage of any cheap upgrade offers your PC vendor gives. Many vendors
will sell you a coupon for Vista upgrade software for $10 which you can install later when you@e more comfortable. For
now Windows XP Pro is the only operating system we recommend for PCs -- avoid Windows XP Home on business
machines.

Questions? Feel free to call Ben at 782-6306, e-mail him at bens@rolandschorr.com or visit our website at
http://www.rolandschorr.com
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